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Over the past few weeks, we have been very blessed.  A total of five OMVs have taken final vows, with 

four of them ordained to the diaconate. 

 

The hot summer weather of South America could not stop great celebra"ons from taking place in Brazil.  

Kaue Ribeiro, OMV and Gilson Gomes dos Santos, OMV took final vows as Oblates of the Virgin Mary on 

January 9.  Kaue was ordained to the transi"onal diaconate on January 14, a ceremony that was live 

streamed (and then made available as a video) on “Paróquia São Paulo Apóstolo” – the Facebook page 

of our OMV parish in Curi"ba.  Gilson will be ordained to the transi"onal diaconate later on in the year. 

 

Over in the USA, a total of three OMVs also took final vows and were ordained to the transi"onal 

diaconate, also in the month of January. These ceremonies for Leland Thorpe, Nathan Marzonie, and 

Jonas Verdeflor, were held with a drama"c, weather-related backdrop, as a vicious New England winter 

storm called a “Nor’Easter”  buried Boston in large amounts of snow.  Nevertheless, the final vows 

ceremony on January 28 and the diaconate ordina"on ceremony on January 29, both held at St. 

Clement Shrine in Boston, went on as scheduled.  Both ceremonies were streamed and both streams 

are now available for viewing as videos on the “omvusa” YouTube Channel. 

 

In other OMV media-related news, Discerning Hearts.com is hos"ng a series of podcasts by Fr. Tim 

Gallagher, OMV — “A Biblical Way of Praying the Mass.”  The series relates Venerable Bruno Lanteri’s 
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own advice to meditate on certain passages from Sacred Scripture as a 

prepara"on for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  This podcast series is 

based on Fr. Tim’s book by the same name, published by EWTN. 

 

A friend of Fr. Tim’s living in France, Isabelle Rebel Pomalaza, has 

made many of his spiritual materials available in the French language.  

The website hHps://www.uncoeurpourdiscerner.com/ 

has a series of podcasts, with a narrator reading the text of Fr. Tim’s 

podcasts in French.  We are happy and excited that some of Fr. Tim’s 

work is now available for French speakers. 

 

In Italy, an OMV milestone was held on January 13, when Fr. Giovanni 

Bonini, OMV celebrated his 100th birthday.  An Oblate priest who 

spent a great many years as novice master, forming other men as 

future Oblates, Fr. Bonini and his work were celebrated with two 

videos.  One was a summary of his life in pictures — most of the 

images researched by Fr. Sergio ZiraHu, OMV.  The images were then 

edited together into a video montage — a visual summary of Fr. 

Bonini’s life from when he first entered the Oblates in the late 1930s 

to his 100th Birthday celebra"on in the 2020s.  The second video was 

a summary of the celebratory Mass at San ViHorino (east of Rome) at 

the OMV Shrine of Our Lady of Fa"ma, where Fr. Bonini concelebrated 

a Mass for his inten"ons on his 100th birthday.  AIer the Mass there 

were presents, desserts, and well wishes. The videos (“100 Anni! Buon 

Compleanno, P. Bonini!” and “100 Anni! Una messa per P. Bonini”) can 

be found on YouTube. 

 

Also in Rome, Pope Francis released his annual message for World 

Communica"ons Day.  This year’s message is en"tled Listening with 

the Ear of the Heart.  In today’s world, asserts the pope, people oIen 

engage in “discussion” by arguing and talking over one another.  But 

this is not true communica"on.  Pope Francis says, “It is only by paying 

aHen"on to whom we listen, to what we listen, and to how we listen 

that we can grow in the art of communica"ng, the heart of which is 

not a theory or a technique, but the openness of heart that makes 

closeness possible”. 

 

The theme for World Communica"ons Day is announced on 

September 29, the feast of the Archangels.  The message for World 

Communica"ons Day is published on January 24, the Memorial of St. 

Francis de Sales.  The celebra"on of World Communica"ons Day, the 

day itself, occurs on the Sunday before Pentecost. 

 

That rounds out the news for January.  God bless and see you next 

month! 

Vows and Ordinations (continued) 

Did You Know…? 

...that that the Oblates of the 

Virgin Mary have an interna"onal 

website? 

It is called “obla".org” and is 

designed to be a “hub” — kind of 

like an airport terminal where your 

goal is to “visit” the Oblates of the 

Virgin Mary in a par"cular country.  

Click on the country you want to 

“visit” and you will be taken to a 

page or website with a lot of 

informa"on about the Oblates in 

that region. 

Addi"onally, the website includes 

“Latest News” and a “Video of the 

Week”.  Also, there is more general 

informa"on on Our Founder, Our 

Charism, and Our Mission, as well 

as archives featuring a number of 

publica"ons, including back issues 

of the Monthly Media Monitor and 

the Lanterianum.  Visit obla".org 

today! 

Fr. Giovanni Bonini, OMV 

as photographed on his 100th Birthday. 


