
limited to the U.S. Province, as 

fine publications from France, 

Italy, and Nigeria will attest. 

Despite this extensive 

involvement in our media 

apostolate, many Oblates and 

our lay friends remain unaware 

of our activities in this regard.  

Thus, the reason for this 

publication. 

It is hoped that the Monthly 

Media Monitor will inform others 

about Oblate involvement in the 

mass media, give due credit to 

achievements and media 

appearances that might go by 

unnoticed, and enliven a love for 

our Oblate media apostolate 

with a new vigor, so that we may 

courageously proclaim God’s 

mercy to the world and promote 

the truth against current errors. 

Welcome, one and all, to this 

first issue of the Monthly Media 

Monitor -- your guide to the 

Oblates of the Virgin Mary and 

their involvement in the world of 

the mass media! 

Among the principal apostolates 

of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary 

is the use of the means of social 

communication (the mass media), 

to promote the truth against 

current errors of the day. 

As the new Director of Media 

Communications for the Oblates  

U. S. Province, I (Fr. John Wykes, 

OMV), am amazed by how much 

our Congregation is living out 

this very important part of our 

Oblate charism.  It is nice to 

know that this apostolate is not a 

one-man show, but something 

that is lived actively by many 

members of our community. 

Oblates of the Virgin Mary make 

videos, give presentations, appear 

on television, radio, print, and 

even end up on YouTube (on 

other channels besides the 

omvusa YouTube channel).  And 

this media involvement is not 

Following up on several well-

received appearances on EWTN, 

our own Fr. Tim Gallagher now 

has his own limited-run series on 

the global Catholic television 

network. 

Entitled “Living the Discerning 

Life,” the series of talks was 

videotaped last month in Florida 

before an audience of about one 

hundred people.  When edited 

and presented next year, “Living 

the Discerning Life” will take the 

form of ten shows at forty-five 

minutes each. 

Never one to rest on his laurels, 

Fr. Tim was also on hand for a 

thirty-minute taping of the 

“Bookmark” show.  The subject 

was his new book, “Discerning 

the Will of God.” 

Our congratulations goes out to 

Fr. Tim, who is quickly becoming 

a very familiar face on EWTN! 

The new Monthly Media 

Monitor is delivered right to 

your computer every month. 
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Fr. Tim Gallagher: New Series on EWTN! 
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parish or shrine that offers Perpetual 

Eucharistic Adoration in the city of 

Boston, Tim was surprised that he 

couldn’t find one. 

Tim then discussed how Perpetual 

Eucharistic Adoration returned to St. 

Tim Van Damm, a good friend of the 

Oblates who spearheaded the 

dramatic return of Perpetual 

Eucharistic Adoration to St. Clement 

Shrine, appeared on EWTN’s “Life on 

the Rock” last month to talk about 

this initiative. 

Punctuated by extensive footage of 

Seàn Cardinal O’Malley’s Mass at St. 

Clement (filmed by yours truly -- Fr. 

John), the one-hour long program 

gave Tim Van Damm ample 

opportunity to talk about Perpetual 

Eucharistic Adoration, St. Clement 

Shrine, and the Oblates of the Virgin 

Mary. 

Tim began by discussing how he 

started the Young Adult Group at St. 

Clement Shrine many years ago and 

also his great love for Eucharistic 

Adoration.  When looking for a 

Clement’s, via advertising on 

billboards, meetings with Fr. Peter 

Grover, OMV and a Boston Globe 

reporter, and a lot of prayer.  

Coverage was promised by the 

reporter, and Tim hoped that perhaps 

there would be a mention on the 

reporter’s blog.  When the Boston 

Globe article was printed, it ran on 

the front page, with a very large full-

color picture of the Holy Eucharist at 

the top. 

“I had entrusted the whole thing to 

Our Lady,” said Tim, “when the 

article ran, I knew this was Our Lady 

saying, ‘we’re going to bring this to 

the paper, and I am going to put my 

Son on the front cover.’” 

The entire EWTN program can be 

seen on YouTube.  See photo caption 

at left for more information. 
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Tim Van Damm Appears on “Life on the Rock”! 

A screen capture from EWTN’s “Life on the 

Rock” video as seen on YouTube, showing Tim 

Van Damm discussing Eucharistic Adoration at 

St. Clement Shrine.  The video can be found by 

checking out EWTN’s You Tube channel, and 

searching for the video “Life on the Rock - 

Perpetual Adoration - Timothy Van Damm.” 

“21...The future priest shall be thoroughly trained in the theory and 

practice of the art of speaking...also he should be instructed on the 

manner in which each of the instruments of social communications 

works...should be given practical, ’hands on’ exercises, possibly with 

the help of experts from outside, in the proper use of 

communications equipment. 

“27...It will be right that those (seminarians) who already work, or 

are preparing themselves to work, in communications and show 

special aptitude and inclination for this kind of work, shall not 

content themselves with the pastoral training given to all the 

seminarians, but shall procure for themselves in due course one 

more specialized. 

“28...It is the hope of this Congregation that a clergy trained in this 

way will effectively benefit all men of good will...in using the 

instruments of social communication soley for the good of 

humanity.” 

 

-  Guide to the Training of Future Priests  

Concerning the Instruments of Social Communication, 1986  
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