
 

The 200th Anniversary Celebra�on of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary was a grand celebra�on indeed, and extensive 

and some�mes imagina�ve use of the media was prevalent during these fes�ve November days. Books (both old 

and new), film, video, live streaming, illustrated panels, and s�ll photography were just some of the ways Oblates 

of the Virgin Mary and their lay collaborators used both old and new media to proclaim God’s love and mercy and 

to celebrate the grace of two hundred years of existence.  
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A Media Apostolate Newsletter of the Congregation of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary 

The Monthly Media Monitor is published by the Oblates of the Virgin Mary on the first day of every month.  This publica�on is not a monthly summary of 

OMV life in general.  Instead, it is an instrument to disseminate  news concerning the work of Oblates of the Virgin Mary in the apostolate of social 

communica�ons. Part of the OMV apostolic work is to propagate the truth through the mass media.  This newsle4er celebrates the works of this 

important media apostolate. 

OMV priests from around the world gather for the celebra�on of the Mass on Sunday, November 13, 2016 at the parish church of Carignano, Italy.  

The November 13th date marks the 200th anniversary of the Oblates’ ini�al founding as a congrega�on on November 13, 1816. 
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The celebra�on actually began in Boston with 

the screening there of Nunc Coepi — The Life of 

Venerable Bruno Lanteri.  The screening 

occurred on the night of November 5th and 

featured the film itself, discussion, Q&A, �me 

for thanks to various principles who were 

present (namely Alex Peacher the 

cinematographer and Jandro Cisneros the music 

composer), and refreshments.  

 

This author (Fr. John Wykes, OMV), who co-

produced, directed, and edited the film, is very 

thankful to Fr. Tom Carzon, OMV (rector of Our 

Lady of Grace Seminary) and the seminarians 

for great assitance in making the screening a 

reality. 

 

The screen, projector, and sound system were all rented out from Boston Light & Sound — na�onally-

recognized experts on the professional presenta�on of films.  The screen was 14 feet wide and 8 feet high — 

perhaps the largest movie screen ever used at St. Clement Shrine.  Fr. Tom  and the seminarians put in a lot of 

work seBng up the screen and then I (Fr. John ) worked with the seminarians to set up the projector.   

 

The screening was a4ended by 84 people (which is a large crowd for St. Clement’s).  Technically the 

presenta�on went very well, with superb audio and video quaality, thanks to extensive last-minute tweaking 

and calibra�on.  ADerward there was a great deal of discussion, including spiritual sharing.  In addi�on, there 

was wine from Piedmont as well as cheeses and Italian cookies.  Everyone enjoyed the evening and, more 

importantly, came away with a greater apprecia�on for Venerable Bruno Lanteri and his message. 

 

This author arrived in Italy on November 9th, giving me the rather interes�ng experience of learning of the 

presiden�al elec�on results while in a foreign country.  But there was very li4le �me to talk about poli�cs, for 

there was much more to occupy our �me — namely the wonderful 200th Anniversary Celebra�on of the Oblates 

of the Virgin Mary. 
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SeBng up the screen at St. Clement Shrine in Boston, MA. 

Fr. John with cinematographer Alex Peacher. Fr. John with composer Jandro Cisneros and his wife Cris�na. 



 

On November 10, a preliminary visit 

to both screening sites for the Italian-

version of Nunc Coepi (Pinerolo and 

Carignano) took up a great deal of the 

day.  In the evening it was �me for the 

others to arrive for the 200th 

Anniversary celebra�on.  These 

included lay people, students from 

our chaplaincy in Rome, Oblate Sisters 

of Our Lady of Fa�ma from both 

Rome and Monaco, and Oblates of 

the Virgin Mary from other parts of 

Italy, Nigeria, France, Austria, the 

USA, and Argen�na (including priests, 

brothers, and seminarians). We said 

Evening Prayer in the church in Pinerolo  

and said the Lanteri prayer and the Prayer for the Congrega�on at the tomb of Lanteri, which was a blessed 

moment.  Then it was �me for supper.   

ADer supper it was �me to go to the Pinerolo screening of Nunc Coepi.  Present for this event were ci�zens of 

Pinerolo, General Council members of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary (including the current Rector Major and 

former RMs), and the bishop of Pinerolo.  Despite a last-minute technical concern, all was se4led at the last 

minute and the screening went perfectly. The applause at the end was long and sustained, and the discussion 

(as it was in Boston) was substan�ve and illumina�ng.  As in Boston, refreshments were served for those who 

a4ended.  The black-and-white images you see were taken at the screening by professional photographer (and 

good friend of the Oblates) Massimo Damiano. 

 

There was also �me to thank two important individuals who volunteered their �me to do voice-over work — 

Andrea Daneo (the Italian-language narrator) and Giorgio Damiano (the Italian-language voice of Fr. Tim 

Gallagher, OMV).  The en�re Damiano Family was also thanked for their great assistance during the produc�on 

(the father, Massimo Damiano, is a professional photographer who took many behind-the-scenes photos; the 
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Church of the Sacred Heart, Pinerolo, Italy 



mother, Paola, is the librarian at our house in Pinerolo; 

and the sons served as produc�on assistants on the 

project.  Also, the family sings in the choir Badia Corale Val Chisone, which is featured in the film). 

 

The next day was November 11.  ADer breakfast in Pinerolo, the rest of the group went to Torino while Sergio 

(Fr. Sergio Zira4u, OMV —  former Rector Major) and I went to Carignano.  This gave me an opportunity to 

appreciate Fr. Sergio’s very interes�ng and well-received contribu�on to this event, “The History of the 

Congrega�on in Panels.” 

 

The history of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary has always been of interest to the former Rector Major.  Now he 

has worked diligently to produce volumes of “panels” that guide the reader through OMV history from the very 

first beginnings to the most recent ini�a�ves in Florida.  Rather than presen�ng a dull, wordy essay, Fr. Sergio 

has elected to present the history in illustrated panels that include small text blocks, historic pictures, and 

brightly-colored graphical elements. 

 

 

 

Celebration	(continued	from	page	3)	

4 



The publica�on comes in two different edi�ons — one with just the panels, the other with panels and more 

lengthy explanatory text.  Addi�onally, these two edi�ons come in two different languages — people can obtain 

the two booklets in English or Italian. 

 

For the 200th Anniversary 

Celebra�on in Italy, each panel was 

printed on very large posterboard 

and mounted around the interior of 

Our Lady of Grace Church in 

Carignano.  This allowed 

par�cipants as well as visitors to 

learn about the Congrega�on as 

they viewed one panel aDer 

another while walking around the 

church. 

 

The next day, November 12, Paola 

Dema took the group on a tour of 

the extensive libraries at our Sacred 

Heart Church in Pinerolo.  Thus it was �me to appreciate the original “mass media” that was of such great 

importance during Lanteri’s life�me — books.  The libraries in Pinerolo include a brand-new library of more 

recent books (open to the public) as well as many older books and the personal library of Venerable Bruno 

Lanteri.  All together, there are around 70,000 volumes in these libraries, and Paola has catalogued 52,000 of 

them.  In the picture you see above, the group gathers around as Paola (in red at leD) talks about the older 

books in the collec�on.  The pictures on the next page are also from this library tour. 
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The English –language edi�on of “The History of the Congrega�on in Panels” is 

shown above.  There are two booklets shown because the one on the right has 

only the panels while the edi�on on the leD has the panels with extensive 

explanatory text on the side.  On the right is pictured the panel on Brazil. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration	(continued	from	page	5)	

6 



Printed material as a valuable form of mass media was also 

celebrated with the aDernoon’s presenta�on in Our Lady of 

Grace Church of Maria Grazia Marciani’s new work, L’Esperienza 

Cris�ana della Sofferenza nella Vita di Pio Bruno Lanteri — dio, 

l’anima, l’eternità  (The Chris�an Experience of Suffering in the 

Life Pio Bruno Lanteri - God, the soul, eternity).  Marciani worked diligently on this project, pouring through our 

archives to find any and all references to the physical sufferings of Lanteri.  According to a number of Oblates, 

Marciani discovered some elements of Lanteri’s suffering that most Oblates were now hearing for the very first 

�me. 

Also presen�ng were Fr. Jim Gerle4, OMV, Fr. Andrea Brustolon, OMV, and Fr. Patrice Veraquin, OMV.  These 

presenta�ons were considered to be excellent and were very well received. 

 

Fr. Tim Gallagher, OMV gave a presenta�on via DVD.  He was then available live, via Skype, to engage in 

discussion as well as Q & A with those gathered in Carignano. 
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Maria Grazia Marciani is shown at leD, 

speaking at Our Lady of Grace in 

Carignano.  The cover of her book is 

pictured above. 

Fr. Andrea Brustolon, OMV, speaks at Our Lady of Grace in Carignano.  Note how some of the panels of the “History of the 

Congrega�on in Panels:” can be seen near the leD of the wider shot of the church. 



 

A big word of thanks goes out to Fr. Jim Gerle4, OMV, who worked hard to organize these days and also 

successfully helped solve various technical glitches as they came up. 

 

Fr. Armando Santoro, OMV, rector at our OMV house in San Vi4orino,  involved yet another form of media by 

making sure these conferences/talks were streamed over the Internet.  Oblates and oblate collaborators around 

the world were alerted via e-mail and other means that live streaming was occurring and that anyone with a 

good Internet connec�on would thus be able to par�cipate in these events. 

 

During these proceedings (and so 

many others) our very own Fr. John 

Idio, OMV was there with video 

camera in hand, busy gathering 

footage for his own video produc�on 

on this celebra�on.  Whereas this 

author (Fr. John Wykes, OMV) does 

film and video work that is more large-

scale and documentary in nature, Fr. 

John Idio specializes in electronic news 

gathering of various OMV events and 

seeks to finish, upload, and 

disseminate the finished videos as 

quickly as possible.  This results in 

videos that have an immediacy and 

�meliness similar to a professional 

news video.  To see Fr. John Idio’s video on these events in Italy, do a search on YouTube for “200 Years OMV 

Celebra�on,” or paste the following link in your browser — h4ps://youtu.be/qNfVAzAJtLM 
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Fr. John Idio, OMV busy capturing the proceedings for posterity. 

The film Nunc Coepi is given a test run at the auditorium in Carignano.  The image on the screen is perfectly calibrated 

but appears washed out due to the auto exposure seBngs on the smart phone that took this photo. 



The aDernoon was an exercise in frustra�on in regards to that auditorium in Carignano.  Two men were there to 

help.  One was Sergio Rolfo, who has keys to open everything.  The other was Claudio Miatello, a married man 

with three teenage daughters who works full �me elsewhere and volunteered his �me with this at the request 

of a local priest to see what he could do to help us.  He was more tech savvy and actually works in 

telecommunica�ons. 

 

It was a previous city of Carignano administra�on that had set up this auditorium and showed just two films ten 

years ago.  Now, ten years later, a new administra�on was in power and there was literally no one around who 

knew where everything was or how it worked. 

 

ADer a lengthy aDernoon of technical glitches and numerous problems, we were finally able to get the projector 

to recognize the laptop (Claudio had brought his in from home — we had given up on the DVD player), but now 

the projected image had a blinking black line in the middle.  It was very thin but rather no�ceable and irrita�ng.  

We worked for yet another hour to fix the problem, but to no avail.  We decided we needed simply to tell the 

audience that there would be a black blinking line in the picture.  I and Jim Gerle4, OMV expressed surprise that 

we were ini�ally concerned about the presenta�on in the Pinerolo nursing home and much less concerned 

about the supposedly more-advanced screening facili�es in Carignano, whereas the opposite proved to be the 

case. 

 

It was �me to prepare for Mass.  This was a concelebrated Mass with the bishop at Our Lady of Grace Church.  

Here are a couple of images from this memorable event. 
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Later that evening, upon returning to the auditorium for the presenta�on of the film, the picture on the screen 

was clean — with no blinking black line.  Claudio had installed a sort of signal amplifier between the two VGA 

connec�ons.  This resulted in very nice (and perfectly calibrated) projec�on with stellar sound quality.  The 

presenta�on of Nunc Coepi was a success and the lively (and some�mes very emo�onal) discussion aDerward 

even more so. 

 

The next day was November 13, 2016 — the actual anniversary day.  There was a well-a4ended concelebrated 

Mass at the parish church in Carignano followed by a delicious dinner.  It was a beau�ful and memorable ending 

to an unforge4able 200th Anniversary experience.  Here are some pictures from this special day: 
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People begin to arrive at the Carignano auditorium as Fr. Jim Gerle4, OMV (standing near screen) prepares to introduce the film. 
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Thanks to all who made this such a great celebra�on.  Everyone said that these few days in Italy were a great 

blessing and exceeded everyone’s expecta�ons.  Thanks to God for his abundant blessings and graces! 
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Venerable Bruno Lanteri 


