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Le?: Rev. Nonso Onyemeh, OMV. Right: Nigerian OMVs and Rector Major Fr. Dave Nicgorski, OMV gather at the General House Chapel.

The month of March was quite unforge able for our Congrega on — especially for our OMVs from in Nigeria.
March was a month of a hope-ﬁlled and joyful encounter in Rome. It was also a month during which a young
Nigerian OMV priest made his ﬁnal journey from this life to the next.
The OMV Nigerian Listening Session was designed to be an encounter of listening and sharing. Taking place at the
Curia Generalis in Rome during the ﬁrst days of March, the encounter had a par cular emphasis on the
experiences of OMV Nigerians who minister in lands other than Nigeria. A number of Nigerian OMVs were there,
including the Fr. Paul Ubebe, OMV, the delegate of the Rector Major, as well as members of his council and
Nigerians who are currently ministering in foreign lands. Also present were members of the General Council.
This author (Fr. John Wykes, OMV) made a summary video of this event. There are two language versions of this
video which can be found on YouTube: “2019 OMV Nigerian Listening Session ENGLISH” and “2019 OMV Sessione
di ascolto con I padri nigeriani ITALIANO.”
Even as this important and o?en joy-ﬁlled encounter took place, some disturbing news was received. Fr.
Chukwunonso (“Nonso”) Emmanuel Onyemeh, OMV, a highly-regarded and much loved OMV priest ministering in
Nigeria as novice master, had taken water into his lungs during a swimming accident. News, as one might expect,
traveled very quickly via e-mail and text messages on Whatsapp.
(continued on page 2)
The Monthly Media Monitor is published in English by the Oblates of the Virgin Mary on the ﬁrst day of every month, except for June, July, and August
(summer break in the northern hemisphere). This publica on is not a monthly summary of OMV life in general. Instead, it is an instrument to
disseminate news concerning the work of Oblates of the Virgin Mary in the apostolate of social communica ons. Part of the OMV apostolic work is to
propagate the truth through the mass media. This newsle er celebrates the works of this important media apostolate.

1 John Wykes, OMV, Director of Communica ons, OMV General House, Rome
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Nigerian OMVs… (continued)

The mee ngs at the General House con nued, with various interviews being
ﬁlmed for inclusion in the video. During this me, prayers for Fr. Nonso
con nued and Delegate Fr. Paul con nued to monitor the situa on closely.
There was an audible sigh of relief in the room when Fr. Paul announced that
Fr. Nonso was doing be er, though s ll cri cal and s ll in delicate health.
The mee ngs ended on a posi ve note and this author worked quickly over
the next couple of weeks to edit the two language versions of the video. The
project was just one day from being uploaded to YouTube when the news
came that Fr. Nonso was ﬁgh ng a serious infec on. The next day, on March
17, the shocking news came that Fr. Nonso had died.

Did You Know…?
...that Fr. Tim Gallagher, OMV is
having a new book published?
A Layman’s Guide to the Liturgy of
the Hours: How the Prayers of the
Church can Change your Life is a
new book for lay people on praying
the Divine Oﬃce. In this volume,
Fr. Tim tells us about the Liturgy of
the Hours and how it can be
incorporated into daily life.
The book is readily available online at amazon and other sites
(including EWTN). Also, there is a
brief YouTube video on the EWTN
YouTube Channel promo ng the
book. The video is called “A
Layman’s Guide to the Liturgy of
the Hours Promo.” Check it out!

The sad and surprising news spread quickly through e-mail, Whatsapp, and
Facebook. The videos of the Nigerian Listening Session were quickly re-done
to include a short tribute to Fr. Nonso, and the upload of these videos was
deliberately delayed for a week, ﬁnally being uploaded on March 25.
The funeral of Fr. Nonso will take place on April 5th in Suleja, Niger State.
Our prayers are with Nonso’s family, friends, and brother OMVs at this me.
May our beloved Nonso rest in the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Even in the midst of sadness and loss, there is also much hope. And so we
con nue with some other more joyful media happenings that have occurred
recently.
Fr. Jude Oseni Ogunu, OMV had an ar cle published recently. “Religious Life
in the Orienta ons of the Church and the Challenges of Forma on in Nigeria”
was published in the latest issue of The Catholic Voyage—African Journal of
Consecrated Life (Vol.15, 2019). Sadly, the recently-deceased Fr. Nonso also
had an ar cle in the same journal. His piece was en tled, “Faith Deepening
and Internaliza on of Core Chris an Values in Forma on: A Way Forward in
the Witnessing as Priests and Religious.”
Fr. John Idio, OMV, yet another one of our Nigerian OMVs, has been doing
daily spiritual Facebook posts during Lent. Each post, en tled “Lenten Tonic
with Fr. John Idio, OMV,” is a reﬂec on on the
Scripture readings for each day of this important
liturgical season.
In Rome, Fr. Mauro Oliva, OMV, organized an
impressive conference of scien sts from
diﬀerent ﬁelds, and this author was asked to
capture it on video. The conference, a reﬂec on
on the role of intui on of scien ﬁc research, was
an event of the CNR (Consiglio Nazionale delle
Ricerche). Fr. Mauro is chaplain for the scien ﬁc
research ins tutes of Rome.
That concludes this evenHul Monthly Media
Monitor. Blessed Holy Week and Happy Easter
Season! See you next month!

Fr. Paul Ubebe, OMV
Delegate of the Rector Major in Nigeria
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